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Agricultural Summary 
 

For the week ending May 26, 2013 there was a reported 6.6 

days suitable for fieldwork.  In Box Elder County pastures 

have improved significantly throughout the county thanks to 

the rain in the middle of the month.  Feed from annual grasses 

was minimal but perennial grasses and browse plants are 

looking much better.  Many producers are hoping for more 

moisture to keep the pastures fresh and growing.  Weber 

County reports that recent rains have improved crop 

prospects.   
 

Field Crop Summary 
 

Beaver County alfalfa is looking good but there are reports 

of frost.  In Box Elder County fall planted small grains are 

continuing to develop with some fields just beginning to 

show signs of heads developing.  Most fall grain on irrigated 

cropland looks good to very good.  Fall grain planted on non-

irrigated cropland varies with some fields looking good and 

others looking spotty.  Many poorer stands have been tilled 

under and replanted with safflower.  Safflower is mostly 

emerged and looks good.  Some stands are just coming up 

and others fields are 3 to 5 inches in height.  Some alfalfa hay 

is being cut this week.  Crops are looking quite good in 

Cache County this week.  Timely spring rains, received two 

weeks ago, have really "greened" things up.  Most crops have 

been planted and look pretty good.  Some growers have 

already cut alfalfa hay, but in most cases, they cut earlier than 

normal because they are very low on feed for their cattle.  

Evidence of yellow stripe rust has been reported in some 

wheat fields.  A good deal of irrigation is taking place with 

on-going concerns about limited water supplies. 
 

Livestock Summary 
 

Beaver County reports that livestock look good.  Livestock 

in Box Elder County are improving body condition due to 

feed produced because of rain that fell in the middle of the 

month. Many cattle are now being moved to summer range.  

Sheep producers are through lambing, for the most part, and 

lambs look to be in good condition.  Most are on mid-

elevation ranges, and will be working their way to higher 

elevations in the next couple of weeks.  Some losses have 

been reported due to predators and/or very cold weather on a 

few nights in April.  One of the big concerns for sheep and 

cattle producers is the availability of livestock water. Drought 

has reduced some springs and ponds that are normally used.  

Crop & Livestock Condition 

for Week Ending May 26, 2013 

Item 
Very 

Poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Range & Pasture 

Spring Wheat 

Winter Wheat 

Barley 

Oats 

Sheep 

Cattle/calves 

3 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

5 

13 

1 

1 

2 

2 

40 

18 

29 

14 

22 

33 

28 

44 

56 

41 

60 

70 

59 

65 

3 

18 

12 

25 

7 

6 

5 

 

Crop Progress 

for Week Ending May 26, 2013 

Item 
Current 

Week 

Previous 

Week 

Previous 

Year 

5 Year 

Average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Barley Emerged 

Oats Planted 

Oats Emerged 

Winter Wheat Headed 

Corn Planted 

Apple Full Bloom 

97 

95 

83 

16 

94 

99 

87 

86 

63 

7 

74 

91 

96 

99 

86 

38 

94 

NA 

85 

91 

69 

19 

80 

70 

 

Livestock Percent 

for Week Ending May 26, 2013 

Item 
Current 

Week 

Previous 

Week 

Previous 

Year 

5-Year 

Average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cattle Moved to Summer Range 

Sheep Moved to Summer Range 

Sheep Sheared on Range 

Ewes Lambed on Range 

49 

54 

97 

94 

31 

32 

89 

78 

45 

28 

NA 

89 

37 

29 

57 

92 

 

Soil Moisture 

for Week Ending May 26, 2013 

Item 
Very 

Short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Topsoil 

Subsoil 

Irrigation water supplies 

Stock water supplies 

10 

9 

8 

5 

31 

36 

24 

23 

58 

55 

67 

72 

1 

0 

1 

0 
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